
 On Wednesday, September 1, EWB was proud to 

present a brand new Albertsons to the City of San 

Diego in the community of Clairemont.  The store, 

completed on an expedited schedule, is 90% self sus-

taining, drawing very little energy from the grid.  

Ground breaking technology from UTC Power, a 

United Technologies Corporation, developed a fuel 

cell that provides clean energy for heating and air 

conditioning, cash registers, bakery ovens, ice ma-

chines and much more.  The PR Newswire, an online 

media news source, describes the fuel cell technology. 

 

 The 55,000 square foot ground-up project began 

in January of this year and underwent many changes 

to the drawings throughout the pre -construction and 

construction process. EWB Project Manager Doug 

Child and Superintendent Dean Rodeheaver oversaw 

every aspect of construction and ensured the original 

finish date despite the several amendments.  ñThe 

project was a challenge because the technology is so 

new,ò said Child. ñIt required a lot of involvement on 

our part and we especially enjoyed the opportunity to 

work on such a landmark job.ò  Albertsons has only 

two ground-up stores this year, but is contracting 

more.   

 

 

 

 Albertsons in Clairemont is also currently seeking 

a LEED rating of Silver.  LEED, an acronym for Lead-

ership in Energy and Environmental Design, is a pro-

gram started by the Washington, DC based organiza-

tion USGBC (United States Green Building Council).  

It offers courses, accreditation and ranks construction 

projects based on the projectôs compatibility with the 

environment.  The USGBC website, www.usgbc.org, 

describes the program. 

 

 Doug Child has attained LEED AP accredita-

tion and is certified as an informed environmental 

builder.  ñLEED is a wonderful program for consum-

ers, retailers and builders alike.  Construction waste is 

down and more project materials are made from recy-

cled products,ò he said.  EWB is a National Member of 

the USGBC and has several LEED accredited employ-

ees. 

 Among the guests at the grand opening last 

Wednesday was City Council member Donna Frye, 

Albertsons Construction Manager Matt Medina, Al-

bertsons Real Estate Divisionôs Jeff Derek, Albertsons 

Maintenance Division Head Kevin Evans, and EWB 

President Rick Backus and Vice President Dave Ma-

son. 

EWB Opens First 90% Energy -Independent  

Grocery Store in Southern California  

ñFuel cells are one of the cleanest and quietest en-

ergy-generation sources available in the world and 

meet the strictest U.S. emissions standards.  Highly 

energy-efficient and virtually pollution -free, fuel 

cells combine hydrogen and oxygen in an electro-

chemical process to produce electricity, heat and 

water; no fossil fuel is burned.ò 

ñLEED is an internationally recognized 

green building certification system , providing 

third -party verification that a building or commu-

nity was designed and built using strategies aimed 

at improving performance across all the metrics 

that matter most: energy savings, water efficiency, 

CO2 emissions reduction, improved indoor environ-

mental quality, and stewardship of resources and 

sensitivity to their impacts.ò 

http://www.usgbc.org

